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and knows how to use her 
height to her advantage in 
front of the net, Parker said. 
People have told Parker that 
she sees the ice well.

“We just all contribute 
so well together. I feel like 
that’s why we work,” Parker 
said. “We don’t step on 
each other’s toes. We’re not 
too selfish with the puck. I 
feel like my line in general 
moves the puck a lot.”

When Franklin Pierce 
finds itself in a specialty-
teams situation, Parker 
can be found on one of the 
team’s two power-play units 
or on the penalty kill. Brols-
ma and Parker are usually 
the first forwards to go out 
when the Ravens are on the 
penalty kill, Parker said.

The Ravens, who enter 
the break on a three-game 
winning streak, have scored 
10 of their 37 goals on the 
power play and own a .845 
penalty-kill percentage.

“Our power play is where 
we get most of our goals,” 
Parker said. “And with the 
PK, I feel like we have a re-
ally good system. Our team 
is willing to go down and 
block shots and take one 
because we know it’s an op-
portunity to save a goal.”

When Franklin Pierce gets 
back on the ice next month, 
Parker wants to continue 
playing the way she has 
been recently.

“I’m not looking to score a 
bunch of goals,” Parker said. 
“I’m looking to make good 
plays and come out with a 
win.”

.

WHILE it wasn’t under 
the most ideal circum-
stance, Mike Robinson real-
ized a dream on Sunday at 
the Whittemore Center.

The freshman goaltender 
from Bedford made his first 
career home appearance 

for the University of New 
Hampshire men’s hockey 
team in its 4-3 loss to Mer-
rimack College.

“I’m from New Hamp-
shire. I’d always come to 
these games as a kid and to 
finally play in this rink is just 
a dream come true,” Robin-
son said after the setback.

After the Warriors took a 
4-1 lead at the 6:43 mark of 
the second period, Wildcats 
coach Dick Umile relieved se-
nior goaltender Danny Tirone 
in favor of Robinson. Tirone 
allowed four goals on the 11 
shots he faced.

Robinson made 12 
saves, including nine in 
the second period, over his 
32:17 of time in net. Umile 
said Robinson “went in in 
a tough situation and did a 
good job.”

“I felt like I was seeing the 
puck well, I was feeling it 
well and I felt good,” Robin-
son said. “I just wanted to 
give my team a chance to 
come back in that game.”

Robinson, who was 

selected by the San Jose 
Sharks with the 86th pick in 
the 2015 NHL Entry Draft, 
has allowed one goal on 
the 20 shots he has faced 
over two relief appearances. 
He made seven saves and 
allowed one goal over his 
15:47 of time in net during 
the third period of UNH’s 
5-2 loss at Providence Col-
lege on Dec. 1.

It is tougher to come into 
a game in progress com-
pared to starting, Robinson 
said, but he always makes 
sure he is mentally prepared 
in case he is called on.

.

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 
men’s hockey coach Bob 
Gaudet said every team goes 
through tough stretches 
during the season. For the 
Big Green, that experience 
has come at the beginning 
of the year.

Dartmouth will take a 
2-7-1 overall record into its 
two-game, non-league road 
series at No. 2 Denver. The 
defending national champi-

on Pioneers (9-3-4) will host 
Dartmouth tonight at 9 p.m. 
and again Saturday night at 
the same time.

The Big Green are 0-5-1 
over their last six games and 
have not scored more than 
two goals in any of those 
contests.

“I keep on telling the 
guys that hard work works,” 
Gaudet said. “We’re work-
ing hard and practicing well 
and the adversity that we 
faced will help us be a much 
more stronger, confident 
team going into the new 
year.”

Part of the reason behind 
Dartmouth’s offensive 
struggles has been a ten-
dency of being really unself-
ish with the puck instead of 
firing it on net, Gaudet said. 
The Big Green have also had 
difficulty getting out of their 
own zone at times.

“We’ve had stretches in 
games where we’ve spent 
too much time in our own 
end,” Gaudet said.

While Dartmouth has had 
its struggles, it did receive 
some good news on the 
injury front this week.

Senior goaltender Devin 
Buffalo, who has missed the 
past four games with a low-
er-body injury, should be 
available for one of the two 
games at Denver, Gaudet 
said. The Big Green will also 
see freshman defenseman 
Joey Matthews return to the 
ice sometime later this sea-
son, Gaudet said. Matthews 
has missed three games due 
to injury.

“It hasn’t been great in 
terms of Ws but I think 
we’re growing and our hard 
work is going to pay off,” 
Gaudet said.



.

The NH College Hockey column runs 
Fridays during the season. Alex Hall can 
be reached at ahall@unionleader.com. 
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operate like the Steelers. 
But for the health of the 
league, it would be a good 
thing if they did.

The Steelers, of course, 
have not always been 
considered the model. The 
Patriots have been consid-
ered the model in recent 
years and, at various times, 
the Dallas Cowboys and 
San Francisco 49ers were 
the strongest teams in the 
league and considered 
model operations. In fact, 
during the 49ers’ heyday, 
then-new owners like the 
Cowboys’ Jerry Jones and 
the Patriots’ Robert Kraft 
went to San Francisco to 
learn how it was done.

Pittsburgh, however, 
always has been there.

The Steelers have had a 
single owner, the Rooney 
family, since their incep-
tion more than 80 years 
ago. The current team 
president is Arthur J. 
Rooney II. (The Patriots 
have stability now under 
the ownership of Kraft, but 
they have had four owners 
since the 1980s.)

They have had three 
coaches in the last 49 
seasons. Not coinciden-
tally, each of the three won 
a Super Bowl and each of 
them won more than 100 
games. One of them, of 
course, the late Chuck Noll, 
won four Super Bowls. 
(Before Bill Belichick came 
along, the Patriots had 14 
coaches in 40 years.)

They have a relatively 
new, downtown stadium 
that was built without 
even a whispered threat 
of leaving town. The late 
Art Rooney, the team’s 
founder, dismissed offers 
from other cities when the 
franchise used to struggle, 
pronouncing simply, “I’m a 
Pittsburgher.” (The Patri-
ots have a relatively new 
stadium, too, but it’s in 
the middle of nowhere, in 
Foxborough, Mass.)

Perhaps more than any 
other team in professional 
sports, with the possible 
exception of the publicly 
owned Green Bay Packers, 
the Steelers are woven into 
the fabric of the city. When 
the Steelers first moved 
into then-new Three Rivers 
Stadium a half-century 
ago, the late owner Dan 
Rooney — son of Art and 
father of Arthur J. II — 
could walk to work from 
his home.

They have one of the 
leanest front-office opera-
tions in the league. Until 
the year 2000, in fact, they 
did not even have a general 
manager. When they finally 
awarded that title, it went 
to Kevin Colbert, a Pitts-
burgh native who grew up 
not far from Heinz Field, 
the team’s current home. 
Eighteen seasons later, 
Colbert is still on the job.

While the Terrible Towel, 
the brainchild of Myron 
Cope, the team’s late 
broadcaster, might seem 
like the gimmick it is, the 
proceeds from sales of the 
towels go to a school for 
children with intellectual 
and physical disabilities.

The Steelers are not 
boastful. They are the op-
posite of boastful.

While the Cowboys revel 
in their America’s Team 
image and the Raiders 
loved their outlaw image 
back when they were very 
good, the Steelers have 
been the low-key cham-
pions. After Pittsburgh 
won the Super Bowl for 
the first time following the 
1974 season, Art Rooney 
happened to be walking 
through the office at Three 
Rivers Stadium when he 
heard a receptionist an-
swer the telephone, “World 
champion Pittsburgh 
Steelers.”

Rooney put an immedi-
ate halt to that practice. 
From them on, it was just 
“Steelers.” Rooney ex-
plained, “They know.”

The Steelers never even 
displayed the Lombardi 
Trophy on the cover of 
their media guide, which, 
coincidentally, didn’t 
include a biography of 
the owners because the 
Rooneys felt the team be-
longed to the players and 
coaches.

Eventually, an enterpris-
ing public relations direc-
tor managed to include 
snippets of biographical 
information about the 
owners in a team history.

The Steelers are a nation-
al franchise. Outside New 
England, the Patriots are 
hated by most fans. Out-
side western Pennsylvania, 
the Steelers are generally 
beloved, except perhaps 
in Oakland, a hangover 
from one of the NFL’s great 
rivalries with the Raiders in 
the 1970s.

Like all teams, the Steel-
ers have had their warts 
and their downturns. Prior 
to the arrival of Noll in 
1969, they had 16 head 
coaches in 36 seasons. 
They were docked a third-
round draft pick and fined 
$150,000 in 2001 over an 
extra-contractual bonus 
paid a player, a case not 
nearly as egregious as 
salary-cap violations in 
San Francisco and Dallas, 
among other teams, or the 
several transgressions by 
New England.

And, by the way, the 
Steelers turned themselves 
in.

Furthermore, the phrase 
knee-jerk clearly has no 
place in the Steelers’ lexi-
con. They stuck with Bill 
Cowher, Noll’s successor, 
through three straight non-
playoff seasons and were 
rewarded with a Super 
Bowl victory in his 14th 
season as head coach, the 
longest any coach in NFL 
history lasted before win-
ning a first championship. 
Mike Tomlin hit a rough 
patch a few years ago, but 
now has the Steelers in 
position to earn home-field 
advantage through the 
AFC playoffs if they win on 
Sunday.

Could it be we have been 
wrong all these years about 
who is really America’s 
Team?



.

Ira Miller is an award-winning 
sportswriter who has covered the 
National Football League for more than 
five decades and is a member of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame Selection Commit-
tee. He is a national columnist for The 
Sports Xchange.
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Franklin Pierce University’s Haley Parker heads up ice during 
recent action.

The Providence Journal, R.I.

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The 
Patriots defensive line 
could use a big boost come 
this weekend in Pittsburgh. 
In the event they get Trey 
Flowers and/or Kyle Van 
Noy back in the lineup, 
that’d be exactly what the 
group needs.

It’s too early to tell, but if 
it was up to Flowers, he’d 
be back this Sunday.

“Yeah, you know, it’s day-
to-day. I hope so,” Flow-
ers said when asked if he’ll 
play against the Steelers. 
“But just do what I can and 
keep pushing.”

Flowers leads the Patri-
ots in sacks (six) and quar-
terback hits (19). Entering 
Week 13, the defensive end 
was tied for seventh in the 

NFL in quarterback hits. 
Unfortunately, that week 
also marked the first of two 
games that Flowers missed 
with a rib injury.

This year marks Flowers 
first as a full-time starter. 
He exploded on the scene 
last year, starting eight of 
the final 16 games and fin-
ishing with a team-high 
seven sacks. The past two 
weeks have been a setback 
and Flowers admitted it 
hasn’t been easy sitting out.

The Patriots could cer-
tainly use Flowers this 
week against the Steelers. 
When it comes to trying 
to contain running back 
Le’Veon Bell and getting 
pressure on Ben Roethlis-
berger, Flowers would be 
the Patriots’ best bet.

Flowers hopes to play
Sunday at Pittsburgh

St. Michael’s College field hockey 
senior Jenna Deschaine of Claremont 
capped her career by being named to 
the National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association (NFHCA) All-America 
second team earlier this week, joining 
31 other athletes from Division II in 
landing All-America status. Deschaine 
was one of only nine backs to be recog-
nized, while 12 players 
from the Northeast-10 
Conference earned lau-
rels.

Deschaine is the 29th 
student-athlete in pro-
gram history to earn 
All-America, with her 
mother, Patty Porter 
Deschaine ’89, being 
the first, in 1988. Deschaine becomes 
only the sixth All-America defender in 
school annals.

During her standout senior sea-
son, Deschaine also locked down her 
second career NE10 All-Conference 
honor while being selected to play in 
the NFHCA Division II Senior Game, 
during which she played back, mid-
field and forward on Nov. 18 at Bel-
larmine (Ky.) University during the 
NCAA Tournament Final Four week-
end. A senior captain and junior assis-
tant captain, Deschaine was named to 
the NE10 All-Rookie Team in 2014.

Deschaine was integral at both ends 

of the field, starting 18 games in a de-
fensive capacity but also totaling nine 
goals, two assists, 20 points and three 
defensive saves while serving as the 
team’s primary penalty corner in-
bounder. 

Deschaine broke Potts’ school re-
cords for goals and points in a season 
by a defender, with Potts having to-
taled eight goals and 19 points in 2000. 
Deschaine is believed to be the first 
Purple Knight defender to ever lead 
the team in either category during a 
season. She led all NCAA East Region 
backs in both categories while stand-
ing second in each in Division II.

In her defensive role this season, De-
schaine helped the Purple Knights reg-
ister seven shutouts, their most in 16 
years, as St. Michael’s tied for seventh 
in Division II in shutouts. 

In the NE10, she tied for fifth in de-
fensive saves, tied for 15th in goals, 
and tied for 18th in points. During her 
four-year career, Deschaine made 65 
appearances, starting 45 contests. She 
posted 12 goals and four assists for 28 
points with six defensive saves and 
four game-winning goals. Deschaine 
is tied for fifth in school history in ca-
reer defensive saves.

Wadlinger is top NEISDA swimmer
Two members of the Plymouth 

State University women’s swimming 

and diving team were honored with 
recognition by the New England In-
tercollegiate Swimming and Diving 
Association (NEISDA) on Thursday.

Senior Emily 
Wadlinger of Lebanon 
was named the NEISDA 
Swimmer of the Week, 
while sophomore Casey 
Allaire was selected as 
the NEISDA Diver of the 
Week.

Wadlinger posted 
a season-best time of 
30.82 while winning the 50-yard back-
stroke during the Panthers’ 120-100 
loss at Westfield State University last 
Saturday. She also earned a second in 
the 100-yard freestyle sporting a time 
of 1:00.46, while ending third in the 50-
yard freestyle in 27.31 seconds. 

This is the first weekly honor for 
Wadlinger.

Allaire swept the diving events for 
the third time this season. She scored 
219.45 in the 1-meter dive, then set a 
new season-high with a mark of 216.15 
in the 3-meter dive. 

Allaire has swept the diving events 
in each of the three meets that fea-
tured diving this season. This is the 
third time Allaire has earned a weekly 
honor. She was named Little East Con-
ference Diver of the Week on Nov. 6 
and Nov. 13.

Deschaine named to All-America team
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Goffstown’s Noah Charron shoots on Portsmouth goalie Brad Weit during Thursday 
night’s game at St. Anselm College. The Grizzlies prevailed, 3-1. 

Noah Charron scored a pair of goals, and 
Sebastian Beal had a goal and an assist, 
leading the Goffstown High hockey team 
past Portsmouth/Newmarket 3-1 in a Divi-
sion II hockey opener at Sullivan Arena on 
the St. Anselm campus on Thursday night.

Colin Burke added a pair of assists, and 
Grizzlies goalie Madeline Sage stopped 12 
of 13 shots. Goffstown led 1-0 after one pe-
riod, then scored twice in the second pe-
riod.

Andrew Weeks scored in the second pe-
riod for Portsmouth/Newmarket. Goalie 
Brad Weit mades 23 saves.

Goffstown swings back into action on 
Saturday at 12:45 p.m. against Lebanon, 
also at St. Anselm.

Girls’ basketball
Goffstown 56, Laconia 48: At Laconia, Kelly 

Walsh scored 21 points and Livi Brannen 
added 18 as the Grizzlies earned their first 
win of the season. Goffstown (1-2) went 
into the half tied at 24. Hannah Dow led 
Laconia with 10 points. 

Goffstown is in action Monday at home 
against Lebanon.

Goffstown skaters
open with 3-1 win


