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Devin McCourty, the best 
player on the New Eng-
land defense, was on the 
sideline, the only defensive 
snap he missed. WHAT?

What do I think hap-
pened? I think Belichick 
took the whole thing for 
granted. This is a once-
in-a-lifetime play. No way 
they could pull this off. But 
they did, and Belichick has 
to take the blame.

But what about Stephen 
Gostkowski, who missed 
an extra point and a field 
goal in the same game for 
the third time in a Hall of 
Fame career? What about 
Brady’s brain cramp at the 
end of the first half, leaving 
a sure three points on the 
field? There was plenty to 
go around.

To make the whole thing 
worse, the Chiefs rallied to 
win their game, thus taking 
control of the No. 1 seed. 
One thing we’ve learned 
about the Patriots is that 
they bounce back. But a 
two-game lead with three 
to play is strong.

Immediately after the 
game, the experts were all 
there claiming this team 
isn’t good enough for 
another Super Bowl visit. 
Nonsense. Anyone con-
vinced about the others in 
the mix in the AFC? The 
Patriots, who now have just 
TWO GAMES with their 
entire offense on the field, 
are battle tested. They beat 
the Chiefs in Foxborough. 
Who says they can’t do it in 
Kansas City?

Oops
Brady, whose arm belied 

his age in that game, 
doesn’t make these kinds 
of rookie mistakes very 
often.

Hardly at all.
“It was just a bad play,” 

he said on WEEI Monday. 
“We called the timeout 
after we got the first down 
and we ran a couple of 
plays. It was third down, 
and I thought, ‘OK, well 
let’s not throw an inter-
ception,’ and I had a few 
other things going through 
my mind. I just took it for 
granted. I don’t care how 
long you play, you’ve got 
to just stay really aware of 
those situations. Don’t give 
away three points like that. 
That was just a really bad 
play by me.

“That rarely happens. It’s 
kind of an anomaly. I’m 
not going to overly evalu-
ate it. It’s just a bad play.”

After the game, Brady 
said, “That was a terrible 
play by me. That should 
never happen. I just lost 
track. I thought we had one 
timeout (remaining). We 
called the one, and we ran 
a couple plays, and I was 
just not thinking on third 
down. That was just a play 
that should never happen.”

Sunday night, former 
Patriot Rodney Harrison, on 
NBC, said, “Coach Belich-
ick outsmarted himself 
having Rob Gronkowski 
on the field for a 70-yard 
Hail Mary and keeping his 
best defensive player on 
the sidelines, Devin Mc-
Courty.”

Baseball writer John 
Heyman, at the Winter 
Meetings, tweeted: “Tony 
La Russa was a little down 
about the Patriots’ last-
second defeat. I told him 
“Yeah, Belichick made 
a big mistake.” La Russa 
responded: “Bill doesn’t 
make mistakes.”

Bruins deliver
It wasn’t an easy week-

end for Boston’s hockey 
entry, but the Bruins came 
out of it with four points.

After scoring 16 goals in 
their previous 10 games, 
they routed the potent 
Maple Leafs Saturday 
night. Then came a late 
night/early morning trip to 
Ottawa, where the Sena-
tors did them no favors 
with a 5 p.m. start.

The Bruins looked slug-
gish early, but came back 
from a goal down and won 
in overtime. Four very 
large points heading into 
tonight’s game with the 
Arizona Coyotes.

“It took us a while to 
kind of wake up,” Torey 
Krug said after scoring the 
winner off a nifty pass from 
David Krejci. “Guys were 

still in their pregame naps.”
The Bruins have won 

13 straight against the 
Coyotes, including the last 
eight at TD Garden. They 
won 2-1 in the desert Nov. 
17.

Strange choice
Hours after the Patriots’ 

game ended, Lee Smith 
and Harold Baines were 
named as the newest 
members of the Baseball 
Hall of Fame, as voted by 
Today’s Game Era Com-
mittee, which was once 
known as the Veterans 
Committee.

Harold Baines?
Good player. Very good 

player. For a long time. 
Good hitter in the postsea-
son. Great guy.

Hall of Fame? Nope.
He never got more than 

6.1 percent from the writ-
ers when he was on the 
ballot.

Wrote Sports Illustrated’s 
Jon Taylor: “It’s a shocking 
result, and not in a good 
way. Although Smith is 
a fine, if unspectacular 
choice for induction, it’s 
Baines who represents one 
of the most baffling and 
poor Hall of Fame choices 
in decades.”

Smith, who saved 58 (of 
his 478) games with the 
Red Sox, opens the door 
for more relievers, while 
Baines’ selection has to 
help Edgar Martinez, who 
is close and is on the ballot 
for the final time.

“I never, never, never 
gave up hope,” Smith 
said, “and then when they 
started the second-chance 
ballot, I thought my chanc-
es got a little better. Today 
was probably the most 
nervous I’ve been with this 
Hall of Fame voting thing.”

Smith’s election, which 
was unanimous (Baines 
got 12 of the 16 for his 75 
percent) by the 16-voter 
panel, makes me think 
more of Billy Wagner as I 
look at this year’s ballot.

Said Baines, a DH for 
1,643 of his 2,830 career 
games: “Everything I hear 
or read, DH is really not 
part of the game, I guess. 
But I disagree. It’s part of 
the game. You should rec-
ognize the DH as a part of 
the game until they get rid 
of it. Maybe this will open 
up doors for some more 
DHs.”

Sorry, but I can name 
plenty of players who be-
long in before Baines. Red 
Sox fans were screaming 
about Dwight Evans and 
Luis Tiant. Dick Allen, Dave 
Parker come to mind.

Old friend Lou Piniella 
missed getting in by just 
one vote.

Winter fun
The baseball offseason 

has already been fun — 
even before this week’s 
meetings in Las Vegas.

The Red Sox have al-
ready solidified their hopes 
of repeating with the re-
signing of Steve Pearce and 
Nathan Eovaldi but head to 
the desert looking for relief 
help.

With Craig Kimbrel gone, 
there is an impressive list 
of relievers out there on the 
market. David Robertson, 
Andrew Miller, Adam Ot-
tavino come to mind.

There has been talk of 
Matt Barnes as a closer, 
even of Eovaldi winding 
up at the end of games 
rather than the beginning. 
But you wonder, with this 
trend to de-emphasize the 
one guy at the end with a 
slew of relievers, will the 
Red Sox go for quantity 
instead of just one guy at 
the end?

The bullpen was a ques-
tion mark for the Sox right 
up until the postseason. 
And the feeling here is 
that if Dave Dombrowski is 
done dealing, that could be 
enough for the first repeat 
since 2000. But you know 
there will be additions.

“I do feel that we have a 
good team, very athletic, 
very versatile,” manager 
Alex Cora says. “Wherever 
the offseason takes us, 
we’re going to be fine, 
we’re going to be good.”

Mike Shalin covers Boston pro sports 
for the New Hampshire Union Leader and 
New Hampshire Sunday News. His email 
address is shalinmike@yahoo.com.
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“I think Pinkerton is 
ready,” Dodds said. “They 
had a great year last year 
and are ready to take that 
next step.”

Pinkerton coach Sam 
Littlefield said his team pos-
sesses strong chemistry and 
work ethic.

“These guys work really 
well together and will deal 
with any challenges we 
might face with maturity,” 
Littlefield said in an email.

Connell said his Trin-
ity team is young but he 
feels the Pioneers will be 
competitive. Trinity, which 
added seven freshmen this 
season, went 14-4 and fell 
to Bedford in the quarterfi-
nals last year.

“The attitude of this team 
is great,” Connell said. “It’s 
something no one really 
talks about but if you’ve got 
a good attitude with a team, 
it makes a huge difference. 
With good kids, you can 
get 1-2 wins just off that if 
they’re a tight team.”

Adding to the division’s 
intrigue is the addition of 
Bow and Windham, both 
of which were traditional 
contenders in Division II. 
Windham beat Bow for the 
D-II title in 2016 while Bow 
won it the following year.

Perhaps no team will 
have a better understand-
ing of the D-I landscape 
early on than Exeter. The 
Blue Hawks face Bishop 
Guertin, Bedford, Concord, 
Hanover and Windham 
over their first five games. 
Exeter missed the playoffs 
last year but 42nd-year 
coach Jim Tufts expects his 
team to be more competi-
tive this season consider-
ing its large returning cast. 
This season will be Tufts’ 
final leading the program, 
he said.

Division II
Coming off its first ever 

state championship, Keene 
will enter this season ap-
pearing the polar oppo-
site of last year’s title team, 
Blackbirds coach Chris Mc-
Intosh said.

Last season, McIntosh 
said Keene was strong from 
the back end up. This year, 
the Blackbirds boast a bat-
tle-tested core of forwards 
in senior Dimitri Seger and 
juniors Joe Walsh, Brian 
Langevin, Ben Brown and 
Jerred Tattersal, who trans-
ferred from Northfield 
Mount Hermon.

Langevin logged 37 
points and Walsh, who is 
currently recovering from 
a foot injury, had 31 points 
last season. Brown and 
Seger tallied 27 and 16 
points, respectively, last 
year.

Defensively, the Black-
birds will look to sopho-
more Peter Haas to lead 
the blue line. Sophomore 
goaltenders Jacob Russell 
and Taylor Panek, who both 
played for Keene’s junior 
varsity team last year, will 
look to fill the big shoes left 
behind by graduated net-
minder Myles Ditkoff.

“We come into the sea-

son with some uncertainty, 
for sure,” McIntosh said. 
“Over half our team hasn’t 
played varsity high school 
hockey yet.”

Keene beat St. Thomas 
Aquinas of Dover in the Di-
vision II final last year and 
most of the Saints’ runner-
up team returns this sea-
son. St. Thomas graduated 
just four players from last 
year’s squad and will likely 
be in the title conversation 
again this winter. Dover, 
Oyster River of Durham 
and Goffstown should also 
be strong contenders.

“I think our defense will 

be solid,” Goffstown coach 
Ben Slocum said. “Our first 
two lines are pretty much 
returning.”

Merrimack coach Dan 
Belliveau said his team 
will be young but returns 
notable scorers from last 
year in junior forwards 
Zach Stimeling and Andrew 
Frothingham. Stimeling re-
corded 26 points last sea-
son while Frothingham 
tallied 16. The Tomahawks 
also boast sophomore goal-
tender Ben Hardy, who Bel-
liveau thinks is poised to 
be one of the the best at his 
position in the division this 

season.
Division II will look a 

bit different with Bow and 
Windham’s departure and 
the addition of Somer-
sworth/Coe-Brown, which 
moved up from Division III. 
Milford also joins the D-II 
scene, partnering with Al-
virne of Hudson as a co-op 
program.

Division III
This year’s John Stark/

Hopkinton squad will not 
look much different than 
the one that defeated Ken-
nett of Conway to win the 
Division III championship 
last season.

The General Hawks 
graduated just one player 
from last year’s title team 
and boast a slew of notable 
returners such as senior 
forward Paul Molnar, an All-
State First Team selection 
last year, and senior goal-
tender Jameson Bourque.

“I think John Stark is in a 
league of their own,” Ken-
nett coach Mike Lane said. 
“Then Monadnock has the 
best opportunity to chal-
lenge them.”

Monadnock/Fall Moun-
tain went 14-4 in the regu-
lar season and fell to the 
General Hawks in the semi-
finals last year. Like John 
Stark/Hopkinton, the Hus-
kies return an All-State for-
ward (Chris Boucher) and 
an experienced goaltender 
(Isaac Jasinski).

Lane’s Eagles and Berlin 
are the division’s other tra-
ditional contenders.

“Berlin is always tough,” 
Lane said. “They just have 
that mentality and are very 
good. They have a strong 
freshman class so I expect 
them to be real strong.”

As for his Kennett team, 
Lane described it as a work 
in progress. The Eagles 
graduated seven skaters, 
who Lane said accounted 
for 78 percent of the team’s 
scoring last year.

“We’ve got a lot of differ-
ent players but our focus 
has been on understanding 
we’re not the same team we 
were last year,” Lane said. 
“We have to play a different 
style to be competitive and 
the kids buy into that.”

The Eagles will be defen-
sive-minded this year, rely-
ing on their three returning 
defensemen in sophomore 
Colby Hall, senior captain 
Trevor Olivier and junior 
Reilly Murphy and two 
goaltenders: junior Da-
kota Field and sophomore 
Bryson Wrobleski.

Belmont/Gilford, led by 
new coach Jason Parent, 
Pembroke/Campbell and 
ConVal/Conant, under new 
coach Scott Tracy, should 
also be in the playoff pic-
ture. All three programs are 
coming off postseason ap-
pearances.

Pe m b ro k e / Ca m p b e l l 
coach Marc Noel said his 
team’s biggest strength 
will be having two qual-
ity goaltenders in Adam 
Omundson and Mattieux 
Tremblay.

                 ahall@unionleader.com
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expects its team defensive play 
and chemistry to be among its 
strengths.

“Chemistry has always been 
an important part of our culture 
and I think that has kind of had 
a nice effect on how success-
ful we’ve been generally every 
year,” Dodds said.

Taylor’s Blue Hawks are 
among the strongest contend-
ers to knock Hanover off its 
perch. Exeter, the division run-
ner-up the past two seasons, 
boasts a strong returning group, 
including senior goaltender 
Izzy Day and classmate Carissa 
Towlson, who logged 97 points 
(70 goals, 27 assists) last season. 
The Blue Hawks also added 10 
freshmen to the program.

“I think our attacking mind-
set is centered around win-
ning the puck — seeing the ice 
as a series of puck battles that 
kind of demand us winning the 
puck, demand us enjoying our 
possession with the puck,” Tay-
lor said.

Dodds thinks Exeter will be 
strong again this season and 
expects a lot out of Berlin/Gor-
ham, Bishop Guertin of Nash-
ua, Souhegan of Amherst and 

Lebanon/Stevens/Kearsarge. 
Kearsarge of Sutton joined the 
Lebanon/Stevens co-op in the 
offseason. Taylor pointed to 
Lebanon/Stevens/Kearsarge, 
Oyster River/Portsmouth and 
Concord as strong competition.

Dodds said Lebanon/Ste-
vens/Kearsarge has good num-
bers and should have more 
talent on the ice with the ad-
dition of Kearsarge to the co-
op. Lebanon/Stevens went 
8-10 last year before falling to 
Concord in the quarterfinals. 
Berlin/Gorham went 10-8 last 
regular season and fell to Bish-
op Brady/Trinity/West in the 
quarterfinals. Bishop Guertin 
went 13-5 and lost to Oyster 
River/Portsmouth in the quar-
terfinals last year. Souhegan 
reached the playoffs after a 10-8 
regular-season campaign.

The division also added a 
new program in Pinkerton 
Academy of Derry, which will 
be coached by Scott Dunn. The 
Astros have several players with 
a robust hockey background 
that are helping mentor their 
less experienced teammates, 
Dunn said.

ahall@unionleader.com
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Division I
Players to watch: Tim Spencer, senior, defenseman, Bedford; 

Parker Roberto, senior, forward, Bedford, Jake Sanclemente, senior, 
forward, Bedford; Aaron Pratt, junior, forward, Bishop Guertin;, Patrick 
Madden, junior, forward, Bishop Guertin; Ben Young, junior, forward, 
Bishop Guertin; Devin Philbrick, senior, forward, Concord; Evan Makris, 
senior, defenseman, Concord; Andrew Paquette, senior, defenseman, 
Concord; Derek Kelleher, senior, forward, Concord; Evan Vadeboncoeur, 
senior, forward, Exeter; Tyler Blood, senior, defenseman, Exeter; 
Ryan Huppe, senior, forward, Exeter; Sylas Oberting, junior, defense-
man, Hanover; Matty Gardner, sophomore, forward, Hanover; Hans 
Williams, senior, forward, Hanover; Charlie Plottner, senior, forward, 
Hanover; Anthony Federico, senior, defenseman, Londonderry; Patrick 
Murphy, senior, forward, Londonderry; Cam Donovan, senior, goalie, 
Londonderry; Riley Nutter, senior, forward, Nashua South/Pelham; 
Ryan Pappalardo, sophomore, forward, Salem; Gennaro Marra, senior, 
defenseman, Pinkerton; Dakota Robinson, senior, goalie, Pinkerton; 
Jack Normand, junior, defenseman, Pinkerton; Anthony DiZillo, sopho-
more, forward, Trinity; Jimmy Kosiarski, senior, defenseman, Trinity; 
Brandon Boss, sophomore, defenseman, Trinity.

Key games: Salem at Bedford, Dec. 12; Bishop Guertin at Exeter, 
Dec. 12; Bow at Hanover, Dec. 15; Windham at Exeter, Dec. 19; Hanover 
at Bishop Guertin, Dec. 22; Concord at Londonderry, Dec. 22; Concord 
at Pinkerton, Jan. 2; Windham at Nashua North/Souhegan, Jan. 2; Trin-
ity at Londonderry, Jan. 5; Londonderry at Pinkerton, Jan. 16; Bishop 
Guertin at Concord, Jan. 16; Trinity at Manchester Memorial, Jan. 19; 
Pinkerton at Exeter, Jan. 19; Hanover at Trinity, Jan. 23; Pinkerton at 
Bedford, Jan. 26; Bedford at Concord, Jan. 30; Exeter at Londonderry, 
Jan. 30; Manchester Memorial at Manchester Central/West, Jan. 30; 
Bishop Guertin at Bedford. Feb. 6; Bishop Brady at Concord, Feb. 9; 
Nashua South/Pelham at Nashua North/Souhegan, Feb. 18; Concord at 
Bow, Feb. 23.

Division II
Players to watch: Ben Hardy, sophomore, goalie, Merrimack; Matt 

Warrington, junior, defenseman, Merrimack; Zach Stimeling, junior, 
forward, Merrimack; Grady Chretien, sophomore, forward, Goffstown; 
Sebastian Beal, senior, forward, Goffstown; Nate Chickering, senior, 
forward, Lebanon/Stevens/Mount Royal; Fred Holmes, senior, defen-
seman, Portsmouth/Newmarket; Patrick Vetter, senior, forward, St. 
Thomas Aquinas; Keegan Youngclaus, senior, defenseman, St. Thomas 
Aquinas; Chris Eno, senior, goalie, St. Thomas Aquinas; Jameson 
Goodridge, senior, forward, Dover; Shane O’Connell, senior, forward, 
Oyster River; Joe Walsh, junior, forward, Keene; Brian Langevin, junior, 
forward, Keene; Jerred Tattersal, junior, forward, Keene; Ben Brown, 
junior, forward, Keene.

Key games: Goffstown at Merrimack, Dec. 12; St. Thomas Aquinas 
at Keene, Dec. 12; Merrimack at Dover, Dec. 19; Kingswood at Leba-
non/Stevens/Mount Royal, Jan. 2; Dover at Winnacunnet, Jan. 2; Keene 
at Kingswood, Jan. 5; Goffstown at Dover, Jan. 9; Spaulding at Oyster 
River, Jan. 6; Somersworth/Coe-Brown at St. Thomas Aquinas, Jan. 9; 
Portsmouth/Newmarket at Keene, Jan. 9; Keene at Merrimack, Jan. 12; 
Merrimack at Goffstown, Jan. 16; Dover at Keene, Jan. 26; Somer-
sworth/Coe-Brown at Kingswood, Feb. 2; Keene at Goffstown, Feb. 
10; Dover at Kingswood, Feb. 16; Winnacunnet at Lebanon/Stevens/
Mount Royal, Feb. 23.

Division III
Players to watch: Paul Molnar, senior, forward, John Stark/Hopkin-

ton; Chris Boucher, senior, forward, Monadnock/Fall Mountain; Isaac 
Jasinski, senior, goalie, Monadnock/Fall Mountain; Troy Gallagher, 
senior, defenseman, Belmont/Gilford; Cam Vose, junior, forward, 
Sanborn; Jameson Bourque, senior, goalie, John Stark/Hopkinton; Cam 
Boucher, senior, forward, Berlin; Trent Labrecque, senior, goalie, Berlin; 
Mattieux Tremblay, senior, goalie, Pembroke/Campbell, Charlie Trem-
blay, freshman, defenseman, Pembroke/Campbell; Adam Omundson, 
sophomore, goalie, Pembroke/Campbell; Trevor Olivier, senior, 
defenseman, Kennett; Trevor LaRusso, junior, forward, Kennett; Colby 
Hall, sophomore, defenseman, Kennett; Brett Burns, senior, forward, 
Moultonborough/Inter-Lakes.

Key games: Berlin at John Stark/Hopkinton, Dec. 15; Belmont/
Gilford at Berlin, Dec. 19; John Stark/Hopkinton at Kennett, Dec. 22; 
Belmont/Gilford at Monadnock/Fall Mountain, Dec. 22; Kennett at 
Berlin, Jan. 2; Pembroke/Campbell at Moultonborough/Inter-Lakes, 
Jan. 5; Kennett at Belmont/Gilford, Jan. 9; John Stark/Hopkinton at 
Pembroke/Campbell, Jan. 12; ConVal/Conant at Sanborn, Jan. 13; Pem-
broke/Campbell at Monadnock/Fall Mountain, Jan. 30; John Stark/
Hopkinton at Belmont/Gilford, Jan. 30; Laconia/Winnisquam at Hollis/
Brookline/Derryfield, Feb. 9; Kearsarge/Plymouth at ConVal/Conant, 
Feb. 13; ConVal/Conant at Monadnock/Fall Mountain, Feb. 20.

Players to watch: Carissa Towlson, senior, forward, 
Exeter; Bryn Kable, senior, defense, Hanover; Dakota 
Markey, senior, forward, Exeter; Shannon Paquette, 
senior, forward, Souhegan; Izzy Day, senior, goalie, Ex-
eter; Emma Tysinger, senior, defense, Hanover; Madison 
Lucontoni, senior, defense, Bedford; Hanna Paradiz, 
senior, goalie, Bedford; Maggie Connolly, senior, forward, 
Concord; Emily Forward, senior, defense, Concord; Violet 
Sperry, sophomore, forward, Hanover; Trinity Gendron, 
junior, defense, Berlin/Gorham; Gabrielle Willett, senior, 
defense, Pinkerton; Lauren Riviere, sophomore, forward, 
Pinkerton; Sophia Schoenbeck, sophomore, forward, Ber-
lin/Gorham; Lauren Trippiedi, senior, forward/defense, 
Bishop Brady/Trinity/West; Emily Senko, sophomore, 
goalie, Bishop Brady/Trinity/West; Ashlie Killen, senior, 
forward, Bishop Guertin; Lindsay Hult, sophomore, 
forward, Bishop Guertin; Brooke Yabroudy, sophomore, 
forward, Bishop Guertin; Abby Corbett, junior, goalie, 
Concord; Tori Leitz, senior, forward, Oyster River/Ports-
mouth.

Key games: Exeter at Bishop Guertin, Dec. 15; Concord 
at Bishop Brady/Trinity/West, Dec. 15; Kingswood at 
Bedford, Dec. 20; Keene/Monadnock/Fall Mountain 
at Souhegan, Dec. 22; Bishop/Brady/Trinity/West at 
Hanover, Dec. 22; ConVal/Conant at Bedford, Dec. 22; 
Hanover at Exeter, Jan. 3; St. Thomas/Winnacunnet at 
Berlin/Gorham, Jan. 5; Lebanon/Stevens/Kearsarge at 
Bishop Brady/Trinity/West, Jan. 8; Exeter at Concord, Jan. 
9; Oyster River/Portsmouth at St. Thomas/Winnacunnet, 
Jan. 15; Pinkerton at Manchester Central, Jan. 15; Berlin/
Gorham at Oyster River/Portsmouth, Jan. 24; Bishop 
Guertin at Souhegan, Feb. 2; Hanover at Bishop Guertin, 
Feb. 20; Concord at Berlin/Gorham, Feb. 23.

The Scoop: boys’ hockey

The Scoop: girls’ hockey
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